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Timeline of BRI

BRI becomes 
integrated  

into FORTH, 
7th Institute

2001 2012

BRI becomes 
a Division of 

IMBB

Establishment 
“Biomedical 

Research Institute” 
at Ioannina, 

autonomous, 
GSRT, Min. Dev.

1998

Lab of Biol Chem
Dep. of Medicine

UoI

2007

800m2

UoI

2024

4.900m2, 12m€ 
FORTH-UoI

Re-establishment of 
BRI as independent 

Institute of FORTH (9th) 
2021



Dep of Biol Appl & Techn
5

Dep of Medicine

9

Dep of Mat Sci
1

Researchers
4

Location of BRI Groups

Campus of UoI



Previous International experience of PIs

EMBL: 6
EMBO: 1
EMBO YI: 1

21 1
Nationality of Researchers:

50% female
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 1 Imaging Specialist (Sofia Bellou)
 1 Technician (George Bellos)

total

PhDs, Masters, 
Diploma, Post-doc

PIs

Admin

UoI



International recognition-Impact of research

Throughout the career of PIs

Publications
Publications

/PI
Citations

Citations/
PI

Citations/Publica
tion

1,851 97 94,115 4,953 51

5 y: 8162

Patents: 2 (Drug screening, IIBEAA, UoI)
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Computational
modeling

Cellular 
mechanisms
Signal transduction

Membrane trafficking
Cell cycle regulation

Transcription
Metabolism

Cellular 
functions
Differentiation

Mitosis
Migration
Polarity

Tools
Microscopy

FACS
Genomics

Proteomics
Metabolomics

Tissue engineering
Bioinformatics

Simulations
Epidemiology

Model 
Systems
Primary cells
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Organogenesis & 
functions at the molecular 

level

Therapy

•Alzheimer’s

•Parkinson

•Autism

•Psychiatric

•Cancer

•Cardiovascular

•Precision 

Medicine

•Regenerative    

Medicine

The Basic and Applied Research Directions of BRI
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From observation-based biology, to quantitative biology, to systems biology



Collaborations between BRI groups

Membrane Trafficking 

& Signaling

S. Christoforidis

zebrafish development

T. Papamarcaki

Structure-function-

epigenetics

A. Politou

Angiogenesis

T. Fotsis

A. 

Stem Cells

C.Murphy

V. 

Epigenetics

F. Fackelmayer

Cancer Biology-

senescence

E. Kolettas

epigenetics

S. Georgatos

neurodevelopmental 

disorders, translation

C. Gkogkas

Bioinformatics

K. Papaloukas

Biom Engineering

D. Fotiadis

genetic 

epidemiology.

Tzoulaki

Genomic 

analysis

Evangelou
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Competitive Grants
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Funding

(EU, National, Private)

10%

90%

 Active grants: 45 (4.804.452 Euro)
 8 European (H2020, Horizon Europe) 

(older: FP5, FP6, FP7)
 ELIDEK (2 PIs, 2 partners)
 Total budget 5m Euro

 FP5, FP6, FP7, H2020, Horizon Europe 

0,17



Infrastructure

• Cell culture facility:
-Five laminar flow hoods
-Eleven CO2 incubators (cell lines, primary 
cells, stem cells, organoids)

• Protein expression, purification and analysis unit
-ACTA chromatography
-French Press system, 
-Azure 600 gel/blot documentation

• RNA/DNA unit
-RNA/DNA purification and analysis, 
-“NanoDrop One” device, 
-PCR equipment and real-time 
PCR systems



Advanced Light Microscopy Facility

Leica SP5/STED CW: 

•Confocal
•super resolution STED
•Temp. and CO2

•FRAP & FRET

Leica AF 7000 Total Internal 
Reflection Fluorescence 
Microscopy (TIRFM)

•inverted microscope
•Temp. and CO2

STED

Confocal
Nanoscopy

Imaging Specialist (Sofia Bellou) (PhD and Post-doc at BRI)

control dynasore

TIRFM



Incucyte Zoom System (113.691,00 Euro)

Neurite growth angiogenesis



FORTH-UoI HUB of microscopy at Ioannina

Associated Imaging facility (open access between FORTH and UoI): Light Sheet Microscopy-
SPIM, Electron Microscopy, FACS cell sorting facility

TEM/rabbit anti-vWF A0082 1:100, Goat Anti-Rabbit IgG H&L (10nm Gold) preadsorbed (ab27234)/control HUVECs

WPB

vWF

WPB

ΦΕΚ



Academic teaching and training activities

i. Molecular Cell Biology and Biotechnology (Founding member) (Inter-
institutional Interdepartmental Program of Postgraduate Studies (I.I.P.P.S.)

ii. Medicinal Chemistry

iii. Basic Biomedical Sciences

1.Master’s

2. Training per year     (in total)

• 6 PhDs (>60)

• 9 Master’s (>50)

• 30 diploma studies (>100)

• 10 practical trainings (>80)

3. Contribution to the reporting activities of the Departments of 



Current building

Land
of new 

building

New Building

Campus of UoI



800 m2

4,900 m2



Key steps for the new building of BRI-FORTH

Building permit

T. Fotsis

2009
FORTH INNOVATION CENTER 
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INVESTMENT PROPOSAL 

 

 

INNOVATION & ADVANCED TRAINING CENTER: 

 

A World-Class Reference Hub, Serving as a Pillar 

for Sustainable Development 

 

(FORTH INNOVATION CENTER) 
 

FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY - HELLAS 

 

---------------------------- Executive Summary ---------------------------- 

June 2020 

  

Successful proposal 
of FORTH

2020

The Senate of UoI
provides the land
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Ι ά ι α, 26.10.2021 

2021
Periphery of Epirus

2022

The Periphery of Epirus 



Biomedical Research Institute




